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elements between 1930 and 1932; and, thanks largely to the elasticity
of the traditional Japanese system, which left ultimate decisions in
times of national emergency in the hands of a few individual high
advisers to the Throne, Japan had been able to preserve at any
rate the outward form of parliamentary government. Acute tension
between the 'military5 and 'civilian5 groups had resolved itself into
a compromise, and the outcome was a bureaucratic administration
which, according to the view held of the degree of influence enjoyed by
the more liberal members of the Cabinet, might be described either
as a constitutional fa9ade for the military-Fascist faction, bridging
the way to its probable future dictatorship, or alternatively as a
logical adaptation of Japan's democratic political system to certain
widespread changes in the social and political ideals of the country.
In any case, the formation of the Saito Government, after the assas-
sination of the Seiyukai Prime Minister Mr. Inukai in May 1932, had
definitely arrested the development of the two-party system towards
which Japan had been previously tending; and the eclipse of political
parties became increasingly apparent in the year now under review.
The Saito Government was brought to an end in July 1934 by a
cause which had not infrequently overthrown Japanese Cabinets
in the past, namely a financial scandal implicating a member of
the Government. Mr. Kuroda, the Vice-Minister of Finance, was in-
dicted, and subsequently imprisoned, for complicity in the fraudulent
sale of shares of certain rayon and steel works; and on the 3rd July,
1934, following the usual practice in such circumstances, the Cabinet
resigned. On the advice of Prince Saionji, the last surviving genro,
the Emperor called upon Admiral Okada to form a new Government.
Admiral Okada was a distinguished senior officer who had served
under Viscount Saito as Minister of Marine till the previous January,
and, while known as a man of moderate views, was a strong supporter
of the Japanese demand for a powerful Navy. His appointment im-
plied a minimum of change in the complexion of the Government,
Mr. Takahashi, the veteran Minister of Finance, whose position had
been compromised by the Kuroda scandal, was succeeded by the
Vice-Minister,1 Mr, Fujii, but the Foreign, War and Navy Depart-
ments remained in the hands of their previous incumbents. Any
possibility of the change of Government resulting in a revival of the
influence of the parties was destroyed by the action of the Seiyukai
Party itself, which, failing to obtain its demands in the matter of
Cabinet appointments, refused its support to the new Prime Minister
and expelled the three members of its own organization who accepted
1 Mr. TakahasM returned to his post in Deceml>er